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Bereishit Rabbah 67:3
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Rabbi Levi said: six things serve a human
- three are under one's control, and three
are not under one's control. The eye, the
ear and the nose are not under one's
control (...) The mouth, the hand, and the
foot are under one's control. (...)
Regarding the feet, if one wishes one can
go to the houses of theatre and the houses
of circus, while if one wants one can go
to the houses of assembly [synagogues]
and the houses of study.
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Genesis 39:11

(11) One such day, he came into the house
to do his work. None of the household
being there inside...

Bereishit Rabbah 87:7
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... How is it possible that there was none
at home? Rabbi Yehuda said: "It was the
day of the Nilus Festival and everybody
went to see it and he didn't go". Rabbi
Nechemia said: "It was a day of Theatre
and everybody went to see it, and he
didn't go".
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Psalms 1:1-2

https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/92289

WK PRI N X2 A70 2902 T ()
WOR (X, b7 MwRI2) N2T WIRY
SR K22 PR WORT INIR DY inea
MIR AT 27,7 2N AT 027
9917319971 7 032°3 DY 9121 of°

TR R0 027 727 K2 XM NIRT?
,INIRT7 933 307, M Teen o
ok v& sl

'a-'R:'R 29970

19/12/17, 15:06


https://www.sefaria.org/profile/miriam-camerini
https://www.sefaria.org/Bereishit_Rabbah.67.3
https://www.sefaria.org/Bereishit_Rabbah.67.3
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.39.11
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.39.11
https://www.sefaria.org/Bereishit_Rabbah.87.7
https://www.sefaria.org/Bereishit_Rabbah.87.7
https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.1.1-2
https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.1.1-2

Adran alecha "We will come back to you" | Sefaria Source Sheet Builder 172v N Tn

(1) Happy is the man who has not
followed the counsel of the wicked, or
taken the path of sinners, or joined the
company of the insolent; (2) rather, the
teaching of the LORD is his delight, and
he studies that teaching day and night.
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1) The Sages taught: With regard to one
who goes to stadiums [le’itztadinin]
where people are killed in contests with
gladiators or beasts, or to a camp of
besiegers [ulkharkom)] where different
forms of entertainment are provided for
the besieging army, and he sees there the
acts of the diviners and those who cast
spells, or the acts of the clowns known as
bukiyon, or mukiyon, or muliyon, or
luliyon, or belurin, or salgurin, this is
categorized as “the seat of the
scornful”; and with regard to such
places the verse states: “Happy is the
man that has not walked in the council
of the wicked, nor stood in the way of
sinners, nor sat in the seat of the scornful.
But his delight is in the Torah of the
Lord” (Psalms 1:1-2). You learn from
here that these matters bring a person
to dereliction of the study of Torah,
since had he not sat in “the seat of the
scornful,” he would delight in the study
of Torah.

2) And the Gemara raises a
contradiction from another baraita: One
is permitted to go to stadiums, because
he can scream and save the life of a Jew
who would otherwise be killed there; and
it is permitted to go to a camp of
besiegers, because at times one can
provide for the public welfare by
petitioning the besiegers and saving the
residents of the town, provided that he
is not counted as one of them; but if he
is counted as one of them, it is
prohibited. This is difficult, as there is a
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contradiction between the statement TARY 99X ANRY 190 AKX 00T

abou‘F attending stadiums in the first =ROWTS TWR D17V TYAY 2197
baraita and the statement about

attending stadiums in the second
baraita, and is similarly difficult as there
is a contradiction between the statement
about a camp of besiegers in the first
baraita and the statement about a camp
of besiegers in the second baraita. The
Gemara continues: Granted, the
apparent contradiction between one
statement about a camp of besiegers and
the other statement about a camp of
besiegers is not difficult, as here, the
first baraita is referring to a case where
he is counted as one of them, and there,
the second baraita is referring to a case
where he is not counted as one of them.
But with regard to the contradiction
between the ruling about attending
stadiums in the first baraita and the
ruling about attending stadiums in the
second baraita, it is difficult. The
Gemara answers: This issue is a dispute
between tanna’im, as it is taught in a
baraita: One may not go to stadiums,
because they are considered “the seat of
the scornful.” And Rabbi Natan
permits attending stadiums due to two
reasons; one is because he can scream
and save the life of someone who would
otherwise be killed, and the other one is
because even if he cannot save the man’s
life, he can provide testimony that a
woman’s husband died, which will
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considered “the seat of the scornful.” Y 19°7 770 KW NRD 001 2w

The Gemara asks: What is tbe practical RO MR 2W° 1977 TAY KOW WD
difference between the opinion of the

Rabbis and that of Rabbi Meir? After all, T ORW T2 YN0 XX Y 10 2w
according to both opinions it is aXY AW 1910 TAY XY TIAY? 1910
prohibited to attend theaters or circuses. 7197 1970 2w
Rabbi Hanina of Sura said: The
difference between them arises in the
case of one who engaged in business
there. According to Rabbi Meir, the
profits are forbidden as the proceeds of
idol worship, as Rabbi Meir maintains
that the gentiles certainly worship idols at
theaters or circuses. Conversely,
according to the Rabbis, the profits are
forbidden only if it is established that
they worshipped idols there. § Apropos
the earlier discussion of the evils of
scornfulness, the Gemara cites several
statements that criticize such behavior.
Rabbi Shimon ben Pazi taught: What
is the meaning of that which is written:
“Happy is the man that has not walked
in the counsel of the wicked, nor stood
in the way of sinners, nor sat in the
seat of the scornful” (Psalms 1:1)?
Since he did not walk in the counsel of
the wicked, how could he stand with
them? And since he did not stand, how
could he sit with them? And since he
did not sit with them, how could he have
scorned? Since he never joined the
company of the wicked, he would have
no reason to be involved with them in
any manner. Rather, the verse serves to
say to you that if he walked with the
wicked, he will ultimately stand with
them. And if he stood with them, he will
ultimately sit in their company, and if TXI?NNT 9O RIVP 27 AR (4

he sat, he will ultimately scorn along (.'f T SJWWH) TR PUYAND P
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4) Rav Ketina says: Concerning anyone
who scoffs, his sustenance is lessened,
as it is stated: “He stretches out his
hand with scorners” (Hosea 7:5),

meaning that God withdraws His
providence from scoffers and does not N30 KPY 2RI TR R ®aw (5
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provide for them.
So.. Now we know why artists starve! ;-)

5) Lest a person say: Since I did not go
to theaters and circuses, and did not
stand in bestial contests, I will go and
indulge in sleep, the verse states: “And
he meditates in His law day and night”
(Psalms 1:2). This demonstrates that it is
not sufficient simply to avoid
transgressions; rather, it is necessary to
engage actively in Torah study.
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Genesis 37:24

(24) and took him and cast him into the
pit. The pit was empty; there was no
water in it.
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Shabbat 22a

A Hanukkah lamp that one placed
above twenty cubits is invalid, just as a
sukka (...) The reason is the same in all
three cases: People do not usually raise
their heads and see objects at a height
above twenty cubits. As there is a
requirement to see all of these, they are
deemed invalid when placed above that
height. And the Gemara cites another
statement that Rav Kahana said that Rav
Natan bar Manyumi taught in the
name of Rav Tanhum: What is the
meaning of the verse that is written with
regard to Joseph: “And they took him,
and cast him into the pit; and the pit was
empty, there was no water in it”
(Genesis 37:24)? By inference from that
which is stated: And the pit was empty,
don’t I know that there was no water in
it? Rather, why does the verse say:
There was no water in it? The verse
comes to emphasize and teach that there
was no water in it, but there were
snakes and scorpions in it.
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I'm bringing this quote to show that there's a general idea among the rabbis that whatever is left
empty (free time, for example) will very soon be filled anyways, so let it be filled with
something proper, useful and "moral”, rather than leave it to "snakes and scorpions".

Ruth 1:16
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(16) But Ruth replied, “Do not urge me to
leave you, to turn back and not follow
you. For wherever you go, I will go;
wherever you lodge, I will lodge; your
people shall be my people, and your God
my God.
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Ruth Rabbah 2:22

Since she heard this, Naomi began to
teach Ruth the basic rules of the converts;
she said: "My daughter, it is not the
custom of the daughters of Israel to
frequent (go to) the theatres and the
circuses of the Gentiles". To which Ruth
answered: "Wherever you go, [ will go."
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Rabbi Yohanan says in the name of Rabbi
Shimon ben Yehotzadak: (...) If a person
is told: Transgress this prohibition and
you will not be killed, he may transgress
that prohibition and not be killed,
because the preserving of his own life
overrides all of the Torah’s prohibitions.
(...) Except for idol worship, forbidden
sexual relations, and bloodshed.
Concerning those prohibitions, one must
allow himself to be killed rather than
transgress them.
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Tractate Avodah Zarah! "Ancore" = "HADRAN"
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today in Israeli Theatre.
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SOPHOCLE'S ANTIGONE
ACT 2

Xopbg CHORUS

TMOAAG TA BeLva KOUBEV AvBp@ou BEIVOTEPOV MEAEL Numberless are the world’s wonders, but none 280
To0TO Kai MoAtod MEpav MOvTou Xelpepip voTe More wonderful than man; the stormgray sea

Xwpel, nepiBpuxiolow Yields to his prows, the huge crests bear him high;

Mep®v UTT oiduaaty.

Be@v Te Tav Uneptarav, Fav Earth, holy and inexhaustible, is graven

G¢Brrov, drkapqdrav, drotpleTal With shining furrows where his plows have gone

IMopévav apoTpwy Etog el Etog Year after year, the timeless labor of stallions.
immei yével moAeUwy.

Made with the Sefaria Source Sheet Builder
www.sefaria.org/sheets

https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/92289 Pagina 7 di 7



